
Safety   by Chuck Van Vliet

Spring is sprung!
The grass is riz!
I wonder where the MIOSH Inspector is?

Like spring flowers, brand new MIOSH inspectors have sprung up everywhere.
Crammed full of safety regulations, after six weeks of intensive training, these people
are doing inspections by the book.  If we plan to survive the summer, we have to do
things by the book.

MIOSHA Inspectors look up and see workers without fall protection.  MIOSHA In-
spectors look down and see workers in narrow trenches with unsafe banks.  I look
straight ahead and see workers cutting with chop saws, chipping with hammerdrills
and pouring concrete without safety glasses.  MIOSHA had identified fall protection
and excavations as major safety issues and leading causes of death and injury in the
construction trade.  All MIOSHA Inspectors have been instructed to focus their efforts
on these hazards.  Ultimately, your safety on the job is not the responsibility of the
company safety director, your superintendent or your foreman.  YOU ARE RESPON-
SIBLE FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY ON THE JOB.  No one at Kent Companies is
going to force you to work in unsafe conditions or ask you to perform unsafe acts.
Three easy steps will eliminate most of the hazards listed above:

1. If your feet are more than six (6) feet above the ground, floor or deck below you,
you probably have a need for fall protection.  Wear fall protection and discuss
your concerns to your foreman.

2. If you are working in an excavation or trench that doesn’t have enough room to
comfortably work outside the forms or where the banks are not properly sloped (at
least 45 degrees), you are in an unsafe excavation.  Get out of the hole and stay out
until the situation has been corrected.

3. If you are doing anything on the job site, you probably ought to be wearing your
safety glasses, because if you don’t, you won’t have them on when you pick up a
saw or hammerdrill.

 Sure, I would love to go the rest of the year without another MIOSHA citation, but
what I really want is for each of our employees to be able to go home to their families
safe and sound at the end of each workday.  Don’t take chances, don’t perform unsafe
acts, and use the safety equipment that we provide for your safety.  Have a great and
safe summer.
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Featured Project - Clinch Park Marina, Traverse City

    Clinch Park Marina, in downtown Traverse City on the West Bay,
was the center point of the 2003 National Cherry Festival.  Kent’s
Northern Michigan concrete group was part of a major reconstruction
of this marina that will reach final completion in the spring of 2004.
Clinch Park Marina is owned by the City of Traverse City, and is cen-
trally located in the middle of all the activity that goes on in this popu-
lar tourist area.
    Last spring, Kent Companies was approached by the partnered team
of Molon Excavating and Glawe Incorporated to take a look at doing
the concrete on this project because of previous work we had done for
Molon Excavating and Traverse City.  Kent Companies was selected to
do this showpiece for the city and an agreement was reached.
    The marina project consists of 32,000 square feet of concrete flat-
work up against new sheet piling, and existing concrete, and a new
bathhouse.  Everyone along the beach on West Bay sees the sidewalks
on the job.  Miles of tooled joints with 1’ x 1’, 2’ x 2’, 3’ x 4’, 4’ x 5’,
5’ x 5’, 6’ x 6’ and 10’ x 10’ joint patterns made this job a challenge.  It
was made even more difficult by areas that were extremely hard to
reach.  Many areas of walk had very little fall for drainage, which made
flatness very important.  The schedule for the job was very tight and
had to be turned over to the city before the national Cherry Festival.
Through a lot of hard work and good weather toward the end of the job,
the project was finished on schedule.
    Almost everyone from the northern Michigan concrete group was
involved in this project at some point.  The core of the group included
Jerry Fuller Sr., Kirk DuPont, Jerry Fuller Jr., Derrick Decker, Terry
Hedrick, and James Wils.  Jason Harrall would drive through, roll
down his window, and yell once in while.  The rest of the guys filled in
the blanks.  Elmers Concrete hauled the concrete and did a very nice
job for Kent Companies.  Molon Excavating played a big part in our
success on this project, and did a great job of having work ready for us.
    The owner, the City of Traverse City, was very pleased with their
purchase.  The job was a huge success for the owner.  The marina is
featured in “Marina Dock Age” magazine, and is known among the
trades in marine world as “The” marina in the Great Lakes.  It is truly a
beautiful facility.


