
Yard / Shop  by Chris Fennema

   If we don’t get a break in the weather by the time that you read this article, you will still
be enjoying the worst weather a Michigan winter can dish up.  When the wind is blowing
30 mph and the temperatures are in the single digit range, it is cold.  Add a foot of snow to
the mix and working conditions become miserable.  It always amazed me how if it is too
cold to work,  most of us would think it was the perfect day for snowmobiling or ice fish-
ing (or in my case iceboating).
   Winter weather presents two special problems for construction workers.  First we need
to make sure that access areas, working surfaces, and scaffolding is kept free of snow and
ice.  The yard has a good supply of snow shovels  and de-icing crystals, if they are needed
on your job.  Make sure that you have some on site so that they are available when needed.
   Second, the human body does not respond well to extreme cold conditions.  Wet or
damp clothes draw the heat from the body and if not corrected it can lead to hypothermia.
It is imperative that if your clothes become wet, you change into dry clothes immediately.
This time of the year it is prudent to have a set of dry clothes in the job trailer or in your
vehicle.
   Signs of hypothermia are excessive shivering (the body’s natural system to generate
heat), slowing of the pulse, numbness in the limbs and apathy or impaired judgement.
Care for a victim with hypothermia includes moving the victim to a warm place, removing
wet or damp clothing, covering the victim with blankets or dry clothing to hold in the
body heat generated by shivering and if available permit the victim to drink warm bever-
ages.
   If one of your coworkers has a white waxy appearance to exposed skin on his face or
ears, he is probably suffering from frost bite.  Get the victim to a warm place and warm
the affected area by soaking with warm clothes or placing warm hands on the area.  Do not
rub the area to increase circulation as this will further damage the frostbitten area.
   Be safe out there!  Insist on a safe job site!  Be thankful that we are able to work through

Safety   by Chuck Van Vliet

   Happy New Year from the Yard and Shop.  There’s not much to report this time around
for major yard improvements.  The gates are finally up and the barricades are being in-
stalled, if we can dig out from all of the snow we’ve had lately.  Speaking of snow - just a
reminder to cover up buckets of hardware and other small items at night.  Two words:
wedge bolts.  I shouldn’t have to say anything else.  Also be aware of any equipment that
has special needs in cold weather, such as plugging in the block heaters at night.  Starter
fluid is not the answer to forgetting the block heater, just an invitation for an expensive re-
pair bill.
   Has anyone noticed all of the new looking panels floating around?  We sent four trailer
loads of panels to Chicago this year for refacing.  This effort to improve the finished prod-
uct of our walls is not cheap, so please take care of them.  Keep them clean.
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Featured Project - The Kales Building

Kent Underlayment has recently been involved with the reno-
vation of one of Detroit’s landmark buildings, The Kales Building lo-
cated on Grand Circus Park, downtown Detroit.  The 18-story building
was purchased by developers in 2000 and is being converted to Lofts
by Mansur Construction Services, Indianapolis, Indiana.

Kent Underlayment has been contracted to refurbish most of
the floors in the building, starting with the 18th floor and working
down.  The techniques used to pour the floors are as varied as the sub-
floor materials which needed to be covered.  Old hardwood and sleep-
ers, concrete, tile and terrazzo surfaces were the floors of choice when
this building  was constructed in the early 1900’s.  The biggest chal-
lenge was getting Gyp-Crete 2000 up to and installed on the highest
floor.  To do this, Kent purchased 200 feet of Gyp-Crete pump hose
and connected it in 50-ft sections in the buildings old stairwell, by at-
taching it to the handrailings.  Floors were individually prepped for
each pour and 50-ft sections of hose were used as required to obtain
access to the proper floor to be poured.  After the floors were poured,
contractors began to build “condo like” lofts on the new Gyp-Crete
2000 surface.  Kent Underlayment is scheduled to have its part of the
renovation completed by late January 2004.

The Kales building was designed by industrial architect Albert
Kahn and built for the S.S. Kresge Company to house its corporate of-
fices.  Kresge Company is the forerunner of today’s Kmart.  The
building is approximately 2 city blocks from the new downtown De-
troit development area, including The Fox Theatre, the Comerica
Baseball Park, and the new Ford Field football stadium.

Kent Underlayment has worked in other downtown Detroit
landmarks, (the Griswold Building, the GM Ren Center on the Detroit
River, Trappers Alley in Greektown, and the Motor City Casino to
name a few) and is currently pursuing more of this type of work as
Detroit is being redeveloped.  Kent Underlayment is currently doing
the floor renovation at Southeastern High School, it being a 2500 bag
Gyp-Crete 2000 pour with varying types of subfloors similar to the
previously mentioned buildings.

The Kales Building

The Problem - Bad Floors

The Solution - Gyp-Crete 2000

The Finished Product


